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The Hashemite kingdom of Jordan 
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ü Location: Middle East, northwest of Saudi Arabia. 

ü Geographic coordinates:31 N, 36 E 

ü Area: total: 89.213 km2

land: 88.884 km2

water: 329  km2

ü Land boundaries: total: 1,635 km 

ü Coastline: 26 km 

ü Climate: mostly arid desert; rainy season in west (Nov. to April) 

The Hashemite kingdom of Jordan 
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Total Population:

9.5 million (6.5 million is Jo)

Total area:

89,34 sq.km

GDP per Capita:

(4,900 US$)

Electricity Consumption:

2,403 KWH/Capita

Population Under Supply:

99.9% 
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Ç Terrain: mostly desert plateau in 

east, highland area in west; Great 

Rift Valley separates East and West 

Banks of the Jordan River 

Ç Elevation extremes:

lowest point: Dead Sea -

420 m

highest point: JabalRam 

1,734 m

Ç Land use:arable land: 3.32% , permanent crops: 

1.18%, other: 95.5% 
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Country:

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, known 
as Jordan. A country located in the heart of 
the Middle East; 

A population of over 5 million.

City:

Amman, the capital of Jordan, a city of 
about 2 million people. Like Rome, 
originally established on 7 hills.

Nearby attractions:

Á Intact Roman Theatre in Amman, from UJ 
15 minutes by car.

Á The Dead Sea, River Jordan and the 
Baptism Site, 40 minutes; 

Á Petra, 3 hours; 

Á Jerusalem, 1 hour, and Damascus, 3 hours.     
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üHigher education in Jordan began with the second half of the twentieth century, namely the 

sixties,, when numerous Teachers' Colleges were established throughout the country, 

üThe first public Jordanian university The University of Jordan (UJ), was established in 1962. 

Yarmouk University followed in 1976, and eight more public universities were established in 

different parts of the Kingdom since that date.

üIn 1989 the Council of Higher Education endorsed the first policy document authorizing the 

establishment of private universities. Amman University, the first Jordanian private university, was 

established in 1990 .

üDuring the last two decades, the sector of higher education in Jordan witnessed a prominent 

development as well as progress evidenced by the increasing number of institutions of higher 

education, enrolled students, faculty members, administrative and academic members.

üThe number of public universities reached now (10), besides (20) universities that are private, 

and (51) community colleges.

üThis progress in numbers of universities accompanied by significant increase in number of 

students enrolled to study in these universities nearly (250) thousand; (28) thousand out of the 

total are from Arab or foreign nationalities.

Brief on Higher Education Sector in 
Jordan
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Á UJ prides itself on the beauty of its one-campus
university.

Á Thelandscape(areaof 120 Ha(1,200 dunums)) is
composedof flat ground and mild slopescovered
with evergreenpines,elmsandolivetrees.

Á Specialclimate,breezyand cool for most summer
days and rainy in the winter time with many
spectacularsunny days. In some winters, snow
falls.

Á Springtimeis breathtakingwhenwild flowersof all
kinds of exotic colors and almond, plum, and
apricottreesblossom.

Á Four distinct seasons: Spring,Summer,Autumn,
andWinter.

THE UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN
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Á Establishedin 1962, UJ is the leading and the
oldest institution of higher educationin Jordan.
It isoften referredto astheάmotherέuniversity.

Á UJhas18 academicfaculties,two deanships,11
centers,andmanyother facilities.

Á Thenumberof facultymembersstandsat about
1200at present.

Á It hasa studentpopulation,at both the graduate
and undergraduate levels, of about 41,500.
Graduate students: 5,500; undergraduate
students: 36,000. The overall ratio of female to
malestudentsisnearly60to 40.

Á UJ began with the year system. In 1972-73 it
switched to the credit-hour system. It was the
first in the Arab-World to do so.

Á UJ is a άpublicέ university: it is semi-
independent, neither totally state-run or
supported,nor privatelyendowedor invested.

THE UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN
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Recent  university strategy 2013-2018  Focus on:

ü Increasing emphasis on Teaching & Learning, and recognition of 
the Ψscholarship of teachingΩ

ü Shifting of focus from ΨTeachingΩ to ΨLearningΩ;

ü Calling for greater transparency and accountability in university 
programme.
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University of Jordan vision :  is

managing and organizing a society of knowledge and 

leading the University to be a world ïClass University within 

2018. 
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The mission of The University of Jordan is 

Growing to become a leading university among 

world ïclass universities, Providing students 

with: quality education and learning experience, 

adopting research program, producing and 

disseminating theoretical and practical 

knowledge, contributing effectively in building up 

the culture of "lifelong" learning, and improving 

the quality of life within its local, regional and 

international  community.



Kickoff meeting  - Rome, March 14-18 

Degree Programs:  257

Higher

Specialization 
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Students:41692 
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Academic Staff: 1861
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AT THE UNDERGRADUATE 
LEVEL, STUDENTS HAVE 
THE CHOICE TO SELECT 
FROM AMONG 63 
DIFFERENT PROGRAMS.

SCHOOL OF 
ENGINEERING: 

1975


