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Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in Egypt  

The ministry of the Environment in Egypt has defined the purpose 
of the EIA studies as follow: 

The purpose:

To ensure the protection and conservation of the 
environment and natural resources including human 
health aspects against uncontrolled development. 

The long-term objective: is to ensure a sustainable 
economic development that meets present needs 
without compromising future generations ability to 
meet their own needs.
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Ministry of Environment (MOE)

Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA)

ÅLaw No. 4 states that the environmental impact of 

certain establishments or projects must be 

evaluated before any construction works are 

initiated or a license is issued by the competent 

administrative authority or licensing authority.
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EIA Projectõs classification according to the EEAA

The Executive Regulations relating to Law No. 4 identifies 

establishments or projects which must be subjected to an EIA 

based upon the following main principles:

ÅType of activity performed by the establishment.

ÅExtent of natural resources exploitation.

ÅLocation of the establishment.

ÅType of energy used to operate the establishment.
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The EIA List Approach (EEAA)

The list approach depends on screening projects into three categories based on 

different levels of EIA required according to severity of possible environmental 

impacts as follows:

ÅThe "A" list projects for establishments/projects with 

minor environmental impact.

ÅThe "B" list projects for establishments/projects which 

may result in substantial environmental impact.

ÅThe "C" list projects for establishments/projects which 

require complete EIA due to their potential impacts.
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RES Projects, EIA (EEAA)

RES projects are belonging to the "B" List Projects, Scoped EIA:

ÅThe "B" list projects for establishments/projects which may result in 

substantial environmental impact. 

Solar power station

Wind power station 
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RES Projects, EIA (EEAA)

ÅAs a general rule, the environmental permitting 

requirements for RES Projects allow projects to be 

classified as ôBõ (requiring an abbreviated 

environmental approval process), however EEAA 

has the authority depending on thescaleof the 

project to request a more detailed assessment 

and to classifies it as Category C; i.e. requiring an 

ESIA and Public Consultation meeting
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Procedures of EIA study, B list when scoped EIA is requested, 

RES projects:

ÇThe developer must submita completed study to the CAA
(Competent Administrative Authorities ). 

ÇThe CAA registersthe study and checks whether the information 
included in the scoped EIA study complies with required 
information according to the Terms of Reference.

ÇThe CAA checks the documents and formally submits 
applicant's documents to the EEAA for review and evaluation.

ÇThe EEAA evaluates the study and submits to the CAA, within 
30 days of the receivalof the completed documents. 
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Procedures of EIA study, B list when scoped EIA is requested, 

RES projects:

ÇThe EEAA registersthe documents, its opinion and proposals in 
the EIA register at the EEAA.

ÇThe CAA officially notifies the developer by registered letter 
with an acknowledgment of receipt about the final result of 
the evaluation.The result can be either

Á An approval of the project including possible measures to be taken. 

Á A disapproval of the proposed project.

ÇThe CAA ensures implementation of the decision.

ÇThe developer can appeal the decisions mentioned in a) and 
b) to the Permanent Appeals Committee in writing within 30 
days of receipt.
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Case Study: El Zafran Solar Panels 

ÅThe project aims to utilize solar panels to 

generate electric power with a capacity of 305 

MW to be connected to the national grid. 
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Case Study: El Zafran Solar Panels 
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The proposed 9.46 km2

project site is located 
approximately 88 km 
southwest of Suez, 156 km 
of Cairo (air distances). 
The site lies within the 
Suez governorate 
administrative borders. 
The area designated for 
the project is part of a 
larger area (140 Km2) 
desert land
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Case Study: El Zafran Solar Panels 
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Case Study: El Zafran Solar Panels 
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Permits for the Project 
Å Power plant construction permit:according to the presidential decree of Egypt, 

No 326/1997, to establish the Regulatory Body for Electric Utility and 
Consumer Protection. This permit is required as an authorization from the 
Egyptian Electric Utility and Consumer Protection Agency for the construction of 
PV plants.

Å Buildings construction permit:according to the Egyptian Law for Buildings, Law 
101 from 1996. The Local Government Unit on the District/ Markazlevel is 
responsible for issuing the permit for buildings.

Å Environmental permit: according to Egyptian Law for the Environment, Law 
4/1994 amended by Law 9/2009. EEAA approval of an ESIAis considered the 
environmental permit.

Å Operation permit: according to the presidential decree of Egypt, No 
326/1997, to establish the Regulatory Body for Electric Utility and Consumer 
Protection. This permit is required from Egyptian Electric Utility and Consumer 
Protection Agency to authorize the operation of electric utilities.

Å Height construction permit:according to the Ministry of Defense and civil 
aviation authority.

Zewailcityfor Science and Technology,  Mr. NadyMahmoud



Università degli studi Roma Tre, Dipartimento di Architettura ςPhDFederica Benelli   

Workshop on environmental and landscape assessment
Seville, 12th-16th December 2016

Authorities and permissions (Part of the EIA study of the 

project)
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Policy, Legal and Administrative Framework, RES projects

1. National Legislations 

1.  Environmental & OHS aspects

Å EEAA guidelines and requirement for Environmental Impact Assessment; Articles 

19 (1), 20 (2), 21, 22 (2)and 23 in law 4/1994 amended by law 9/2009

Å EEAA Guidelines of Principles and Procedures for òEnvironmental Impact 

Assessmentó 2nd Edition October 2010

Å National environmental legislation law 4/1994, amended by Law 9/2009 and 

Law 105/2015 with decree No 1095/2011, 710/2012 and 964/2015

Å Labor Law number,  Health and Safety Laws and Decrees 12/2003

Å Traffic and Urban planning Laws

Å Electricity Law No 87 of the  year 201
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Policy, Legal and Administrative Framework, RES projects

1. National Legislations

2.    Socio-economic environment

ÅEEAA guidelines related to the Public Consultation

ÅParagraph 6.4.3 Requirements for Public Consultation
ïParagraph 6.4.3.1 Scopeof Public Consultation

ïParagraph 6.4.3.2 Methodologyof Public Consultation

ïParagraph 6.4.3.3 Documentationof the Consultation Results

ÅParagraph 7 Requirementand Scope of the Public Disclosure

3.    Land acquisition and involuntary resettlement 

ÅLaw 94/ 2003 on the National Council for Human Rights (NCHR)

ÅLaw 10/ 1990 on property expropriation for public benefit

ÅOther laws governing expropriation
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Policy, Legal and Administrative Framework, RES projects

1. National Legislations

4.    Protection of human rights 
Law no. 94/2003 on establishing the National Council for 
Human Rights

5.    Protection of Antiquities
Law 117 / 1983 concerning the protection of monuments is 
applicable. 
6    Archaeology
Law 119/2008
Law 117/1983
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National Legislation to the project(Part of the EIA study of the 

project) 
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International Requirements, RES projects

Å IFC Performance Standards 
(International Finance Cooperation)

Å The IFC Performance Standards (PSs) provide a framework for environmental and 
social risk 

V Performance Standard 1: Assessment and Management of Environmental and 
Social Risks and Impacts

V Performance Standard 2: Labor and Working Conditions

V Performance Standard 3: Resource Efficiency and Pollution Prevention

V Performance Standard 4: Community Health, Safety, and Security

V Performance Standard 5: Land Acquisition and Involuntary Resettlement

V Performance Standard 6: Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable 
Management of Living Natural Resources

V Performance Standard 7: Indigenous Peoples

V Performance Standard 8: Cultural Heritage
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International Requirements, RES projects
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International Requirements, RES projects

ÅIFC EHS Guidelines
Å The IFC General EHS General Guidelines contain the performance levels and 

measures that need to be followed to meet the IFC PS. They cover four areas of  

international good practice:

ÅEnvironment

ÅOccupational Health & Safety (OHS)

ÅCommunity Health & Safety (CHS)

ÅConstruction and Decommissioning
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International Requirements, RES projects

EIB Environmental and Social Standards
(European Investment Bank)

ÅStandard One: Assessment and Management of Environmental and 
Social Impacts and Risks

ÅStandard Two: Pollution Prevention and Abatement

ÅStandard Five: Cultural Heritage

ÅStandard Six: Involuntary Resettlement

ÅStandard Seven: Rights and Interests of Vulnerable Groups

ÅStandard Eight: Labor Standards

ÅStandard Nine: Occupational And Public Health, Safety And Security

ÅStandard Ten: Stakeholder Engagement
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International Conventions and Agreements, RES projects.

ÅInternational Plant Protection Convention (13)

ÅHazardous Materials and Chemicals  (8)

ÅNuclear Safety (6)

ÅAtmosphere, Air Pollution and Climate Change (8)

ÅHealth and Worker Safety (4)
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International Conventions and Agreements
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Finally, Gap Analysis of National Environmental Requirements and IFC 

Requirements for Key Environmental & Social Aspects

ÅAs stated in IFC Guidelines; 

èWhen host country regulations differ from the 

levels and measures presented in the EHS 

Guidelines, projects are expected to achieve 

whichever is more stringent. 
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Finally, Gap Analysis of National Environmental Requirements 

and IFC Requirements for Key Environmental & Social Aspects
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ÅThanks for attention

Mnady@zewailcity.edu.eg

Special Thanks to Eng. Fakhry (EcoConServ, Consultation Company)
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