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Thegeographicalpositionof
the Algarve gives it
distinctive climatic
characteristics: the average
annual temperature is the
higher in Portugal,and one
of the highestin the Iberian
Peninsula at around 18ºC
and the sun shines
approximately 3000 hours
annually.

GENERAL PRESENTATION OF THE ALGARVE
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Thisactivity sub-sector assumessuch
importance in the Algarve which is
directly and indirectly responsiblefor
approximately 60% of total
employment and 66% of regional
GDP.
The Algarvereceivesabout 5 million
tourists per year.

GENERAL PRESENTATION OF THE ALGARVE

Theeconomicsectorwith more expressionin the Algarveis
the tertiary sector (trade and services),resulting from the
region'smaineconomicactivity- tourism.
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Algarve is one of the European
regions with highest number of
sunlighthoursper year,the region
receivespublic incentives(grants
and fiscal) to the installation of
solar-poweredfacilities.

THE REGIONAL ENERGY SECTOR PROFILE
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EventhoughΧ.

Theproductionof energyin the
Algarve is almost insignificant
when compared with the
national production (0,73%); it
increased significantly in the
period 2007-2010(almost144%
per yearwhenthe countrygrew
4,7%).

THE REGIONAL ENERGY SECTOR PROFILE
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Distribution of Gross Electricity Production in the Algarve Region 
Source: INE, Estatísticas de Energia 1995  a 2010
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Theenergysectorin the Algarveis fairly fragmented. The
entrepreneurialactivity in this sector is characterizedby
SMEsoperatingin renewableenergies,especiallyin solar
energy consulting (e.g. certification and energy audits)
andinstallation.

THE REGIONAL ENERGY SECTOR PROFILE
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Energydependency:

The Algarve region is one of the Portugueseregions with
highervaluesof energydependence(deficit) contrastingwith
the other regions of the country in which the balance
between production and consumption of electricity is
generallypositive.

THE REGIONAL ENERGY SECTOR PROFILE
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Strategy:

To respond to these trends, one of the objectives to be
pursuedin the severalstrategicdocumentsis to reduce this
dependency by restraining the growth in demand and
increasingproductionfrom renewableenergysources. Hence,
it is consideredthat the energyresourceswith more potential
to be developed and reinforced in the Algarve region are
Biomass,SolarandWind.

THE REGIONAL ENERGY SECTOR PROFILE
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THE UNIVERSITY
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Gambelas 
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o young state university, establishedin 1979 (two

subsystems- PolytechnicandUniversity)

o 4 Campuses(3 in Faro ςPenha,Gambelasand

Saude& 1 in Portimão)

o 7 Faculties

o 9000students

o 700academics

FACTS & FIGURES
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o 48undergraduate

o 5 IntegratedMasters,68 MsC(7 ErasmusMundus

MasterCourses)

o 23Phd(2 ErasmusMundusDoctorates)

o 9 ResearchCenters

o 13StudyandDevelopmentCenters

FACTS & FIGURES
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Facultyof SciencesandTechnology(FCT)

Facultyof Economics(FE)

Facultyof HumanandSocial Sciences(FCHS)

Departmentof BiomedicalSciencesandMedicine (DCBM)

GAMBELAS CAMPUS
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GAMBELAS CAMPUS
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Schoolof EducationandCommunication(ESEC)

Schoolof Management, HospitalityandTourism(ESGHT)

Institute of Engineering(ISE)

PENHA CAMPUS
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